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DEPARTMENT Of CHILDREN ANd FAMILIES
Making aDifprmce for Childrsn, Fsmilies and Cunwunities

Susan I milton,ID, MSW
M. Jodi RelI
Governor

27.2007

Deborah G. Stevenson
East Flag Swamp Road

bury, C'f 06488

Home Schooling Policy Changes

Attorney Stevenson:

losed please find DCF Polioy Sections 33-7 -7 , 34-12-5, and 34-2-7 , Operational Definitions of Child
rse and Neglcct. These provisions of DCF policy have been redrafted to address many of the policy

ations you provided to me at our meeting Barlier this summer.

he recornmendations you made $,'ere very helpful in our etTort to clarify the distittctions between
ational neglect of chiidrcn in the school s1'9cem and the prop€r exercise of parental rights in tlre

ice to educate children at home. As a result, wc have modified the policies used by DCIi staff to
rmine whether a report of educational neglect should be accepted and how it should be investigated.

ou rvill notice that the recommendations were not always incorporated into the policy'in the form in
hich you presented them, nor were all of ttrem acceptcd for inoorporation. For example, any suggestion

DCF policy direct the schools to take certain actions was rejected as beSzond the scope of DCf policy.
In addition, the recommendation that DCF policy be amended to require DCI to take action to seck
prosecution of school personnel who make reports that are not accepted in accordance with this policy
was also not fucluded given the need for fuither revicw of those issues. Lr particular, we are expioring the
need for legislative solutions to clariff the roles and responsibilities of the various stakeholders
parricularly as it relates to enforccment of the false reporting stalute.

We expect the attached policy to be approved and implemented very shortly. thank you for your
valuable input. If you have any questiotrs please contact Thomas De Matteo, Assistant Legal Director at
860-550-6306, tgm.dematteo(A.ct.gov, or by mail at 505 Hudson Street, Hartford, CT 06106.

Verl'truly )'ours,

*ufib/o
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/Ya.r;i"-
Susan I. Hamiltan. JD. MSW
Comrnissioner

Cc.

C^.C

Rcpresentative Arthur O'NeilI
Karl Kemper, Ilureau Chiel Child Welfare
T'homas De Matteo, Assistant Legal Director

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
Phone (E60) 55063ffi - Fax {E5o) 56,6-7947

505 Hudeon Sbeet, Harfford, Connecficut O6t:g*nAT
E-Mait commlesioner.dd@cLgov

qmrw. atate.ct,gov/d cf
An Equal Oppormnity Employer
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]CATIONAL NEGLI,CT

Criteria for Hotline
Acceptance

I rrt" o*p"rbnent of ciritOr* una famiU"sggLq-cq-elt lgPg-tls -ot--]

-l-"4gga!oggl qggleg!-orillllggq'-arjgryll"i-!"lgy--__--.- - --l

leA"*tlorraf n"gfect occun wtt"n a petson tatp,rntmte f* th" 
-_l

i child's health, weifare or caro interfbres wilh the abiliry of a
I child age seven (7) to fifteen ( 1 0) to receivr: proper care and

I attention educationally-

II Proper care and attsntion cducationaily is the consislent receipt

I of a prograrn of e<lucational instruction in acsordance witi

; C.C.S. $10-134 provided by a public school, a private school or

I a person responsible for the child's health, welfare or care.

I
I A truant is a child enrolled in a public or privatc sc'hool grade

I kindergarten to eight, inclusive, who has tbur (4) unexcused
' absences in any one month or ten (10) unexcused absencss in

I any school year.

I
I A habjnral truant is any such child who has twenty (20)

I unexcused absenccs in any school year.

, Lesaf rcfercnce: (.'.G',S. SI0-184

', Nol-, P"bli" S.h"ott ur" tnt"nrfty ma"dat"a tffi if"*ity-l
I with Service Needs (FWS},{) petitioil regarding all ehildrenwho i
1 are de./ined as habitually truunt. Sueh action is discretionar); on
I thc part of the LEA for children defined as lruant. 'fhe .filing of

! a FWSN petition does not preclude IEF Jiom also accepling a
't report ofeducational negleet.
l1

i8s{erts-@€\rydie+r 4rq.Fllv reqpesliblg Q! gDlurps-g? ---.. l::"'I education of their children age seven (7) rhrough eleven {l l) ,-- - l--.--
I

The Hotlins may accept a report of educational neglect from a I

school if a chiid who is registered in the schooi,has altattern of I
unexcr.Ised absences or fails to attendg4{re$rgo==!=l€IEgruibF i-'
for the ohildls hcalth. welfare or care fails or refuses to,t+S=el-qtg-- |

I child's educarional needs. I
I

t ,
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determining acc€ptance of a report of educational neglect:

r The child's age
r Parental action, including

1. not enrolling a child age 7 through I 5 in school
or providing home instruction;

Z. for children who are enrolled in school, failing to
rake appropriare steps to ensure that the child
attends school,

3. for children who are enrolled in school, refusing
or failing to cooperate with school effons ttt
impro ve attendance, incluilin g sch ool outrcach
eff0rts

@ oo4

i
l__
I Wben the child is enrolled in school. the school mustntbrmation required

acceptance of a submit a written report, DC!--l36, "Report of Suspected
ofeducational Abusa,lleglect" to the Hotline regarding the child's unexcused

ab sences, incl udin g the followilg information :
r identi8'ing information regarding the parents and child
. specifrc dates ofthe unexcnsed absences
r documenlation of the foliowing:

l. in-school efforts to address the lack ofattendance; e.g.
meetings with the parent and child, summary reports of
discussions and any related material

2. outreach efforts to the family, including home visits,
letters, phone calls. e-rnails

3. efforts made to refer the family and child to community
services and rhe school's assessment of the results of
such eflorts

lecl

4. the name and telephone mrmber of the school contact
Derson

Home Instruction The l-Iotline shall not accept a report of educational neglect
1 based solely on thc decision of a parer4 guardion or other person
responsibie for thc chiid to provide home instruction to the child

Nor shall it accept a report solely because ofthe decision of such
parent, guardian or person responsible not to follow the
prescribed procedures of a school or local board of education
prior to withdrawing a child from school.

I

Rcports concerning a dispute between parents and the school I
regarding home education shall not be accepted t'or investigation I
unless the paJents have refused to complv with statutorilv I

l
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l t"unaut"a r" l
; unsuccessful unless the report contains othor informafion that I
j may support the reponer's suspicion of child abuse or neglect. 

I
_t

T-fi"tfi* .naff 
"otifv 

tne *"t ool ottte u"""ot"*" * ** 
-

I u""rpt*"* of any report of educational neglect lbrough rrse of'
DC.E-2122, "Letter to Maadated Reporters."

\dtren a child is fuant and the parent has attempt€d to make use
ol*lc school and communitv services and dsmonstrates
appropriate responsibility, and Hotline does not accept the report I
as educational neglect, then Hotline shall notily the school to flie j

Cwsl,{_p4ttion fortruancy. -- J

@ oot

otification to School
Reporf Ar:ceptance
Non-Acceotance

l2-5
DUCATIONAL NEGLECT

Uefrnnons

--j--

lcy When investigaring reporrs of educational neglect, the
-l

inl'estieator shall

. use the definitions and criteria bslow to assist in makins
a determination

r guide and assist families tvithin the legal mandates
r enable families to modiff their behavior through the use

of community services
o cormlunicatc with the parentr and the school to obtain

inforrnation with regard to the child's receipt of
education

Saucarlonaf ne.gtect occurs *f,en a pe.ron .esponslt,le f* tft"
child's health, welfare or car€ interferes with the abilify of a
child age seven (7) to hfteen (10) to receive proper sare and
attention edr-Lcationally.

Proper care and attention educationally is the consistent receipt
of a program of educational instruction in accordance with
C.G.S. $10-184 provided by a pub.lic school, a private school or
by a person responsible for the child's health, welfare or care.

A truant is a child enrolled in a pubiic or private school grade
kindergarten to eight, inclusive, r+'ho has tbur (4) unexcused
abscnces in any one month or ten (l0i unexcused absences in
any school year.

Oelgted: --d>i:'ef,bnt ro rcrnediate in l
rcrious sitrsrioc havc t-aiied, tmsfx tie I
cr6e to a seflrcc ut to cffisidcr filidA I

I educluoaal noglet pcations lo sccuretle I
I authuri:v ot'rhe mul to mCit parental t
I bchavior.{ 

_ _)
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ln tronmaf ruun-t i. arty st 
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who n"s t*..ry COI---I
] unexcused absences in any school year. I

Lesal reJerencs; C,GS'. il0-184 I

Educational neelecl may be found in those caseg in which a
child who is regislLeled in_!fu! school has a+gtter-n of unexelsgd
absences or fails to aftend or ifthe person rcsponsible for the
chiid's health. welfare or care fails or refuses to_meet the child's
educational needs.

I
l -

lfol"cllildrelas-9.qv-q1v9.0.?)-tt*_e.,rghJi&ge!-(!s)._Wt'-q.ar9--.-._
enrolled in public or private school there is a greater possibility
that a paftem of uncxcused absences is due to truancy ralher than
parental neglect.

Thc crireria used to determine educadonal neslect include:

o The child's age
r Parental action, including

l. not enrolling a child age 7 through 15 in school
or providing home instruction;

2. for children who are enrolled in school, failing to
take appropriate steps to ensure that tle child
attends school,

1. for children who are enrolled in school, refusing
or failing to cooperatc with school effo:ts to
improve attendance, inc iuding schoo I out'eac h
efforts

4. keeping the child at lTomc when rhe child is
enrolled in school, unless the school is providing
liomebound futoring

5. refusing to comply with statutorily mandated
requirements related to instmction of children by
their parents.

Ed"cational negiect rhall ttot be substa"tat"d sA;SEe*"s" af I
thc decision of a parent, guardian or other person responsiblc for I
the child to provide home instruction to the child

i Nor shall it be substantiated solely because of the decision of
l ,
Llgch pare! tto follow rhe

@ 006
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prescribed procedures ofa school or local board ofeducadon
prior to withdrawing a child from school.

Reports conceming a disputc bet*'een parents and the school
system regarding home education shall nol be substantiated
unless the parents have refirsed to comp.ty with statutorily
mandated requirementq t_-." ". -r

I

I
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son-r*'*"" n* u* I
I uruccds5fui or the imcstigetion cantaior I
I othu ufcrrution dwt oy npport tho I
|, findin€ oi ctild abue or nsglect

7
RATIONAL DEFIMTIONS OF CIIILD ABIJSE AND NEGLECT

I neglect
_]-*  - - -T-

{ Exeent-euoed belorv, edusational neglect occurs rvhen, by I
action or inaction, the parent or person having oonkol of a child I

I

fir,e (5) years of age and oidcr and under eighteen (18) years of
age lvho is not a high school gradualo

r fails to register tre child in school
r fails to aliou the child to attend school or receive home

irutmction in accordance with CONN. GEN. STAT. [10-
184

r fails to tatrie appropriate steps to enswe regular attendance
at school if the child is registered.

Exceptiqng lg_Asegldsateyith CON N. GEN. S TAT. QL0- I 8a ) :

A parent or person having conh'ol of a o-hiid ma-v exercise
the option of not sending the child to school at age five (5)
or age six (6) years by personally appearing at thc scho<;l
district office and signing an option form. In these cases,
educational ncglect occurs if thc parent or person having
conkol of the child has registered the shild at age five (5)
or age (6) years and then does not allo.w,the child to attend
school or receive home instn"rction.

o Failure ro sign a rcgistation option form for such
a child is not in and of itself educatronal neglect.

A parent or person having conh'ol of a child sixteen (l 6)
or seventeen (17) years ofage may consent to such chiid's
wi*rdrawal from school. Such parent or person shall
personally appear at the school district office and sign a
withdrawal fcrm. I


